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the yardage over 6,900 yards, and 
it will welcome the English 
Amateur Strokeplay 
Championship, also known as the 
Brabazon Trophy, later this year.

Mackenzie’s first
Alwoodley is a heathland haven, 
lined with heather, pines, gorse, 
bracken and all the flora and fauna 
you’d expect to find on such a 
course. It ranks 50th in our 
2019/20 Top 100.

The sweeping dogleg-left par-5 
13th at Augusta is one of the best 
and most famous holes on the 
planet, but Alwoodley actually has 
the original. The 10th inspired the 
final hole of Amen Corner and 
playing it does feel like your own 
little slice of Augusta.

Like Augusta, it doglegs around 
the driving zone straight left. But 
then, unlike its Georgian 
counterpart, the third shot is 

played steeply downhill to the 
green for most amateurs. It’s in the 
very far corner of the course, and 
you’ll experience countryside 
views for the first and only time 
during the round.

The next, the par-3 11th, is then a 
charming but tough hole which, as 
described by the club, has “more 
than a touch of Augusta about it”. 
Perhaps it should be said that 
Augusta actually has more than a 
touch of Alwoodley about it, for it is 
known as the ‘Original MacKenzie’.

It isn’t just the Augusta links 
that Alwoodley should be known 
for, as it has a stunning set of par 
3s as well. They’re all beautiful but 
equally challenging, even the 
141-yard 7th, which has a very long 
green and no less than five 
bunkers protecting it.

The 9th is the stand-out short 
hole for me. Playing 235 yards 
when fully stretched and 191 yards 

from the whites, it’s downhill with 
a vista of the cracking par-5 8th 
beyond. You also know you’re 
about to turn back up the hill and 
play the famous 10th.

As someone who has grown up 
and played a lot in and around 
Surrey, Alwoodley resembles the 
golf you’d find at places like 
Sunningdale, the three Ws and 
Hankley Common. Like Hankley, it 
is fairly open in places with 
swathes of purple heather, but 
there are also more confined holes 
which are flanked by woodland.

The fairways are springy and 
the greens exceptionally pure – 
exactly what you’d expect from a 
course ranked so highly, although I 
do feel it may well be underrated 
as it’s that good. The opening and 
closing two holes play side by 
side, with the rest of the course 
across the road. The 1st is a simple 
par 4, while the 18th is as tough Ph
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The challenging par-3
9th at Alwoodley

Courses - Leeds feature.indd   107 15/01/2019   11:10


